
Friends and Volunteers of Refuges Florida Keys 
PO Box 431840  l  Big Pine Key  l  FL  l  33043-1840 

Inside this Issue 
 
Manager’s Message ............ 1 
Favorite News .................... 3 
General Meeting................. 4 
Blue Hole Update ............... 5 
Free Movie Nights ............  6 
Book Store gift shop ........... 7 
Wildlife Walks .................... 8 
Spotlight on the Species ..... 9 
Favorite People ................ 10  
Jim Bell Retires ................ 11 
Steve Klett Retires............ 12 
Refuge Reflections............ 14 
Fire in the Keys ................ 15 
Calendar .....................16 17  
Favorite Inspiration .......... 18 
Call for volunteers ........... 18 
Reddish Egret Study ......... 19 
Say NO to Nibblers ........... 20 
 

January/February 2012 

Greetings and Happy New Year!  This coming year (May) will mark my 
sixth year as Refuge Manager for the Florida Keys National Wildlife 
Refuges Complex and it has been an incredible journey!  We have tackled 
several challenging issues and it’s been a whirlwind…time flies!  As we 
explore the path that lies ahead in 2012 in this newsletter, I thought I’d 
share my perspective of the journey so far. 

There’s a quote by John F. Kennedy that sums it up rather well for me:  
“My experience in government is that when things are non-controversial 
and beautifully coordinated, there is not much going on."  Managing a 
widely spread collection of real islands and virtual islands of habitat 
patches with more than 20 threatened and endangered species and 3 
globally imperiled habitats is a challenging task.  Throw all that into a 
jigsaw puzzle of homes, businesses, roads; new invasive exotic species; 

hurricanes and sea level rise; and all the associated activities by an ever-
changing demographic of residents and visitors, and you get one of the 
most complicated places to work in the natural resources field. And as one 
would expect, juggling conflicting demands and diverse opinions about how 
to accomplish such a task can give rise to controversy!   

So how do we navigate this complex path? Our fundamental guide is the 
National Wildlife Refuge System’s mission to conserve fish, wildlife, and 
plant resources and their habitats for the benefit of present and future 
generations of Americans.  Simply put, wildlife comes first on National 
Wildlife Refuges.  However, there is no single “best management practice” 
to ensure the long-term persistence of species and ecosystems in a 
fragmented landscape like we have in the Florida Keys.  We must evaluate 
all management options and implement a range of strategies from short-
term to long-term actions, from precautionary to more risky measures, 
with an aim towards maintaining basic ecosystem functions and mitigating 
threats to wildlife.  

It is important to me that we make informed decisions in a structured 
approach based on the best available science and public input, ideally 

“We have a wonderful group of friends and 
volunteers that work tirelessly as champions  

for our National Wildlife Refuges. “  
ANNE MORKILL REFUGE MANAGER 

Continued on page 2 

Come One, 
Come All! 
FAVOR’s GAM Scheduled 
Saturday Jan 28th noon—3pm 
Lower Keys property Owners 
Association Building by the 
bridge to No Name Key. 
Join us for lunch, a little 
socializing and see what fun 
projects we are planning for the 
coming months! 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE REFUGE MANAGER 










































